
Grechetto and Paggi’s library: reading and painting about natural philosophy in the XVIIth 

century. 
 
Gio. Benedetto Castiglione, il Grechetto, grew up in Genoa in the cultural environment of Giovanni 
Battista Paggi and experienced the charm of his rich library. Texts of natural philosophy, alchemy and 
science left a deep mark on the young artist and became subjects and feelings expressed in the perhaps 
most fanciful paintings of the seventeenth century. The possibility to recognize and read the volumes 
that were part of the Paggi’s library, allows to better understand the deep and fruitful ‘reading 
relationship’ that the young Grechetto established with this particular collection of texts. The 
reconstruction of the cultural context and the relationship with books that Castiglione had in his youth 
and most likely for the rest of his life allows us to understand the origin of his pictorial poetry and its 
visceral and almost obsessive relationship with the representation of nature in all its shapes.  
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